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As  most  home-loving  people  know,  this  is  one  of  the  "better  weeks  of  the 
year.    It's  the  week  when  our  dwelling  places  get  special  attention,  particu- 
larly  those  houses  or  grounds  that  have  made  progress  during  the  past  year. 

A  letter  that  came  last  week  from  a  newly  organized  club  cf  housewives 
inquire!  how  Better  Homes  Week  should  be  celebrated.     Well,   I'll  tell  you  how 
other  groups  of  women  all  over  these  United  States  are  celebrating.    Many  of 
them  are  going  cn  tours  and  holding  "at  homes."    For  example,   this  very  day  all 
over  the  country,   women  are  driving  over  country  roads,  visiting  one  farmhouse 
after  another  to  see  the  improvements  their  neighbors,  who  are  holding  "at  homes;" 
have  made  in  their  kitchens.    These  kitchen  improvement  tours  are  lots  of  fun,  but 
these  women  say  they  like  them  especially  because  they  can  get  helpful  ideas  for 
fixing  over  their  own  kitchens. 

Then,  this  is  the  week  of  "at  homes"  for  remodeled  houses.    This  is  the 
week  when  old  ugly  houses  that  have  been  eye-sores  on  the  countryside  are  on 
display  as  "model  houses,"  a  demonstration  of  what  a  few  energetic  women  with  the 
help  of  their  county  agent  can  do  to  convert  them  into  attractive  dwellings. 

Yes,  and  this  is  the  week  when  many  counties  are  having  gardening  Or  land- 
scaring  tours,  when  visitors  from  far  and  near  are  touring  the  countryside  to 
visit  new  home  gardens  and  see  improvements  in  home  landscaping. 

Rejuvenated  kitchens,   remodeled  buildings,  homes  better  equipped  for 
"hildren,  beasatiful  heme  gardens,  more  trees  and  shrubs  in  spots  that  were 
barren  —  that's  what  pecple  are  celebrating  this  week.    This  is  the  annual 
week  net  only  for  finishes  on  good  home  work  but  also  for  good  starts.     It's  a 
time  for  many  new  clubs  to  start  plans  for  the  year  to  come. 

This  is  also  a  week  when  many  homemakers  do  a  little  personal  celebrating 
by  writing  for  printed  helps  on  home  improvement  problems.     If  you're  thinking 
of  landscaping  your  own  yard  some  day  soon,  or  of  improving  your  lawn,  or  setting 
out  trees  and  shrubs,   if  you  want  to  paint  or  even  put  up  new  curtains,  you  can 
write  for  leaflets  from  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  or  to  your  own  State  College.     Just  now  the  shelves  of  the  Department 
cf  Agriculture  at  Washington  happen  to  be  holding  piles  cf  bulletins  on  these 
various  subjects  which  you  can  have  by  writing  as  long  as  the  free  supply  holds 
out. 
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Or,   if  you  happen  to  be  thinking  of  a  new  house  --  if  you're  definitely 
planning  one  or  if  you're  only  dreaming  of  one,  you  might  like  the  new  bulletin 
called  "Farmhouse  plans."     "Farmhouse  plans"  --  Farmers  Eulletin  no.  ll]>&.  In 
it  you'll  find  suggestions  for  new  moderate-cost  country  homes  for  people  as 
well  as  for  some  low-cost  homes.    And  here  are  -clans  for  houses  adapted  to 
different  climates  and  conditions.    Lots  of  ideas  in  this  bulletin  for  anyone 
doing  any  house  planning  whether  he  lives  in  the  city  or  the  country.  Once 
again,  the  name  of  the  bulletin  is  "Farmhouse  plans,"  and  the  number  is  173^. 
and  .just  new  the  bulletin  is  free  if  you  write  direct  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

While  we're  speaking  of  improving  homes  and  their  surroundings,   I'd  like 
to  answer  a  question  about  weeds  in  lawns.    One  of  our  listeners  wants  to  know 
of  any  easy  way  to  keep  weeds  from  the  lawn  --  some  preparation  perhaps  that 
:ld  be  applied  to  kill  all  weeds  but  not  grass. 

The  best  answer  I  have  for  that  question  is  a  quotation  from  the  bulletin 
cn  "Planting  and  Care  of  Lawns."     Here's  what  the  experts  say: 

"The  amount  of  labor  involved  in  keening  weeds  out  of  a  lawn  may  be  re- 
duced by  making  the  conditions  so  nearly  ideal  for  the  lawn  grass  that  it  is 
&l«aye  growing  vigorously,  thus  tending  to  hold  the  weeds  in  check. 

"The  mo st troublesome  weeds  are  crabgrass,  dandelions,  plantain,  and 
chickweed.     Generally  speaking,   crabgrass  is  the  worst  pest  that  the  lawnkeecer 
has  to  combat.     It  starts  to  grow  after  the  weather  is  warm  and  continues  to 
scread  vigorously  until  the  first  frost  occurs  in  the  fall.     Many  people  express 
surprise  at  the  sudden  dying  out  of  what  they  considered  was  a  very  beautiful 
lawn,  not  realizing  that  the  crabgrass,  which  is  an  annual,  had  invaded  the  lawn 
and  smothered  out  the  grasses  that  survive  from  year  to  year,   thus  leaving  a 
brown  unsightly  lawn  during  the  winter  eud  necessitating  reseeding.  Unfortun- 
ately, the  only  known  effective  way  of  eradicating  this  pest  is  hand  weeding. 
Home  owners  should  familiarize  themselves  with  its  appearance  when  it  is  young, 
as  it  is  more  easily  eradicated  at  that  time.    Often,  however,   crabgrass  appears 
in  such  abundance  as  to  render  hand  weeding  out  of  the  question. 

"In  seme  sections  dandelions  become  a  serious  pest  in  the  lawn.    The  only 
sure  method  of  eradicating  them  is  hand  weeding.    The  individual  plants  should 
be  cut  2  to  3  inches  below  the  surface  of  the  ground  with  a  spud,  an  asparagus 
knife,  or  some  similar  tool.     Shallow  catting  is  worse  than  useless,   since  new 
tons  snring  up  quickly  from  the  cut  surface. 

"Plantain  also  becomes  a  pest  in  certain  sections,   and,  as  is  the  case  with 
dandelions,  hand  weeding  is  the  only  effective  remedy.     The  practice,  unfortun- 
ately quite  common,   of  liming  the  lawn  heavily  each  spring  without  fertilizing 
favors  the  growth  of  dandelions  and  plantain. 

"Chickweed  often  appears  in  patches  in  the  lawn.    As  a  rule  it  is  no  great 
problem  to  cut  out  such  patches.     Where  this  is  impracticable  the  weed  usually 
can  be  destroyed  by  dusting  the  patches  with  what  ammonium  sulphate  will  adhere 
to  the  leaves,  preferably  when  the  leaves  are  wet  from  dew  or  as  a  result  of 
sprinkling,   leaving  it  for  a  day,   and  then  watering  thoroughly.    This  will 
usually  kill  the  chickweed,  and  while  it  may  burn  the  grass,  no  permanent  injury 
is  likely  to  result . 
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"Moss  is  sometimes  troublesome  on  lawns.     Usually  its  presence  indicates 
an  impoverished  condition  of  the  soil,  r>oor  drainage,  or  too  much  shade.  Moss 
does  not  necessarily  indicate  an  acid  soil,  as  it  grows  where  lime  has  been 
used  abundantly.     Where  moss  occurs  scattered  in  small  patches  and  where  there 
is  a  uniform  but  weakly  growth  of  grass,   liberal  fertilizing  will  usually 
increase  the  vigor  of  the  grass  so  that  the  moss  will  gradually  be  crowded  out. 
Srrinkling  patches  of  moss  liberally  with  ammonium  sulphate,  as  described  in 
the  case  of  chickweed,   is  sometimes  an  effective  means  of  destroying  it.  Large 
ratches  can  be  raked  out  and  the  bare  areas  reseeded. 

"The  use  of  chemicals,   thus  far,  has  not  proved  a  very  effective  means 
of  controlling  most  lawn  weeds.    The  reliable  method  of  clearing  the  lawn  of 
weeds  is  to  keep  after  them  continually.     Cut  the  root  of  the  plant  as  far  as 
Dossible  below  the  surface  with  a  knife  or  spud." 


